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Former Reagan adviser urges coming clean on Iran

Washington

A former Reagan political adviser says the President

should let all the facts come out on the covert US plan to

send arms to Iran. Healsohintsthatachangeofwmte

House personnel would help repair the damage to the
President caused by the secret Iranian mission.

Edward J. Rollins, Mr. Reagan’s campaign manager in

" 1984 and former White House political director, warns

that when a large number of Americans start to question
the President’s integrity, “you have a
very serious crisis."” )
White House efforts to dispel the
firestorm of criticism are not effective
unless people are being convinced
Reagan is telling the truth, Mr, Rollins
told reporters yesterday. The President
has scheduled a press conference tonight.
He is sure to face questions about Iran.
“There are some very serious doubts
inthenﬁndsoftheCongrmsand...the
minds of the American public, and the
quicker the administration responds . ..
the better off they’ll all be,” he said.
There’s a “much bigger story here.”
Asked whether there should be some
resignations at the White House, Rollins

one who ultimately should serve out the '

two years.” “If anybody else can take some of the biame

or ... diffuse some of the criticism . . . that's a great way

to serve the President,” he said. -

Rollins, who left the White House as political adviser

soon after Donald Regan became chief of staff, said there
- JSioge-mentality’’ at the White House. and. itis
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. : Donaid Regan: has he
said that Pl‘esldent Reaga.n is the Only _limited advise to Reagan?

as Well'ad 1t did irf thé RS ferfi, “Ha ™

described the Iranian mission as the “most serious” crisis
of the Reagan presidency because it affected the Presi-
dent’s basic strength - Americans’ trust in his integrity.

Rollins conspicuously threw his support to-US Secre-
tary of State George Shultz as having “a great deal of
credibility.” If Mr. Shultz resigned, said the GOP consul-
tant, this would add to Reagan’s difficulties.

“The mere fact that the secretary of state has been
excluded or his advice dismissed certainly creates a very
o .. Serious question in the eyes of the Amer-
ican public and . . . our allies,” he said.

Chief of Staff Regan is in an “unparal-
leled position” of strength, Rollins stated,
“He’'s not just a just strong chief of staff;
he today is the principal adviser and in
many instances maybe the only adviser
to the President.” Asa result, he said, the
P;aident was “is&le_ated" from the kmgs
of advice and wi ranging dialogue he
must have to make decisions.

“There may be a sacrificial lamb - [
don't see how [naﬁonal-secunty adviser
John Poindexter] can emerge without ac-
countability,” said one US official, “You

44V18 - NOS134S JINVI3I

have a very n ive record at the NSC
and the - mining o IS, a’
disinformation ‘campaign, now this.”

because “that’s not his style.” But he suggested that the

ay Mr. Regan has structured the White House ought to
& réevaliated.” tie

-8
Declassified and Approved For Release 2012/06/27 : CIA-RDP90-00965R000605760003

- Charlotte Saikowski — J



